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CLASSROOM GUIDE
This classroom guide is designed for students in Kindergarten through second grade but can be
adapted for older readers. It was created according to current relevant content standards. The
guide should be tailored to fit the teacher’s aims, the grade levels, and the abilities of individual
students.

STANDARDS K-2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1
With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.3
With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.4
Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.6
With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the role of
each in telling the story.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.7
With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in
which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.2
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts
in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1
Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.2
Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or
lesson.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.3
Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.4
Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7
Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2
Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1
Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate
understanding of key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3
Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.5
Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the
story and the ending concludes the action.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.7
Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate
understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.
POSSIBLE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Prior to reading – Analyzing and predicting
Read the names of the author and illustrator. What did the author do? What did the
illustrator do?
Read the title. Do you know what the term ‘adoption’ means? Are any of you adopted?
Do you know someone who is?
Why do you think a family would want to adopt a child? (experts advise explaining that a
family may want more children and sometimes a child needs a new home)
Show the cover illustration. What do you notice about the family (everyone looks
different, the parents’ attention is focused on the baby, everyone looks happy except for the
oldest little girl.)
Why do you think Meili (the older child) does not look so happy? What do you believe
she may be thinking?
Show the illustration on the title page. What is different about this picture from the one
on the cover? (the family consists of only three people, Meili looks happy.) Where is the parents’
attention focused?
Can you predict what may happen in this story just by comparing the two illustrations?
During reading – Describing characters through illustrations and text
Study the picture of Meili right after Mama and Papa tell her they are going to adopt a
baby. How did the illustrator show how Meili was feeling? (one eyebrow looks worried, the
other a little upset)

Can you tell something about Grandma’s personality from her face on the computer and
her conversation with Meili? (she’s fun)
After reading – Comprehension/Application
Name three activities Meili, Mama and Papa do together (swings, ducks and geese, read
books) What activities do you like to do with your family?
What is Meili’s favorite story about? (how she was adopted) Do you have a favorite story
to listen to/read at night?
From what country did Mama and Papa adopt Meili? (China)
What does Meili think the surprise is? (a puppy)Do you have a pet? If not, what kind of
pet would you like to have?
How does Meili feel about a new baby? (not happy) Do you have younger brothers or
sisters? Do you remember how you felt when you were told you would have one?
What does Meili’s teacher say that makes her smile a little? (she’ll make an awesome big
sister, she’s very special)
How do you feel when your teacher praises you? Do you remember something he/she
said that made you feel good?
What country is the baby coming from? (Haiti)
What does Mama tell Meili that upsets her very much? (they have to travel to Haiti to get
the baby)
What is Meili’s favorite color? (blue) What color does she pick for the baby’s room?
(pink)
What is your favorite color? What is your second favorite color?
Where are the stars on both Meili’s and the baby’s maps? (China, Haiti and where their
own house is)
What does Grandma buy Meili? (two new dresses to match her blue shoes)
What does Meili ask Grandma if they can also buy? (a pink dress for the baby)
At the airport, why does Meili say sometimes Grandma’s hard to figure out? (Grandma
says she’s happy but then starts to cry)
What is the baby’s name? Sophie Do you have brothers and/sisters? What are their
names?

What does Sophie do when Meili comes close? (takes her finger and doesn’t let go)
What does Meili promise Sophie she will do? (help push her on the swings, keep the
geese away) How do you help your younger brothers and/or sisters?
What story does Meili tell Sophie that night? (how Mama and Papa flew over the sea to
adopt her, how they all looked in their hearts and saw her there, how she is just right like their
family) Do you tell your younger brothers and/or sisters stories?
How do Meili’s feelings about being a big sister change from the beginning to the end of
the book?

ACTIVITIES
Drawing/Writing
Draw a picture of one or more things you and your family do together. Depending on the
grade level or class, students can simply draw, place captions, or write one or more sentences to
accompany their drawings. Share work with the class.
Grades 2 and up - Number the following events in the order that they happen in the story:

GRANDMA BUYS DRESSES FOR MEILI AND THE BABY
MAMA AND PAPA TELL MEILI THEY HAVE A SURPRISE
MAMA SHOWS MEILI WHERE HAITI IS ON A MAP
MEILI TELLS SOPHIE HER OWN STORY
MAMA AND PAPA LEAVE MEILI WITH GRANDMA
ON THE WAY TO SCHOOL, MEILI ASKS PAPA WHY THE BABY CAN’T
STAY WITH HER OWN FAMILY
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MEILI ENJOYS DOING THINGS TOGETHER WITH MAMA AND PAPA
MAMA AND PAPA ARRIVE AT THE AIRPORT
MEILI AND GRANDMA TALK ON THE COMPUTER
SOPHIE TAKES MEILI’S FINGER AND DOESN’T LET GO

Extension: Social Studies
On a map, locate Haiti, China and your own home town or city
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